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children to carry on the name. He marries the plain but level-
headed daughter of a small laird, Grizzy Hypel, who, long after
tragedy has overwhelmed Claud, is to develop into one of the
finest originals in Scottish fiction, a great figure of comedy.
Children are born and grow up; and he proposes to old Hypel
to entail his estate of Plealands on the eldest, so that a substantial
portion of the Kittlestonheugh lands may be kept together. But
Hypel insists that the inheritor shall take his own name, and
settles Plealands upon Claud's second son, though after his death
it is found that the lawyer, Mr Omit, had forgotten the vital
clause about the change of name. But the mischief is done. Claud
Walkinshaw, now one of the wealthiest men in Glasgow, resolves
to disinherit his eldest boy, Charles, who has married a portionless
lass, so that the second son, Wattie, who had obeyed orders and
married the well-to-do Betty Bodle, may be laird of Kitdeston-
heugh, or of as much of the ancient patrimony as Claud can
get hold of. And Wattie, on whom all is to be entailed, is
a born natural. Useless for the honest old legal adviser to
remonstrate!
"The property is my own conquesting, Mr Keelevin, and
surely I may mak a kirk and a mill o't an I like."
" Nobody, it's true, Mr Walkinshaw, has ony ri^ht to meddle
wi* how ye dispone of your own; but I was thinking ye maybe
didna reflect that sic an entail as ye speak o' would be rank in-
justice to poor Charlie, that I hae aye thought a most excellent
lad."
" Excellent here, or excellent there, it wasna my fault that he
drew up wi' a tocherless tawpy, when he might hae had Miss
Betty Bodle."
" I am very sorry to hear he has displeased you; but the
Fatherlans family, into whilk he has married, has aye been in
great repute and estimation."
" Ay, afore the Ayr Bank; but the silly bodie the father was
clean broken by that venture."
" That should be the greater reason, Mr Walkinshaw, wi* you
to let your estate go in the natural way to Charlie."
" A' that may be very true, Mr Keelevin; I didna come here,
however, to confer with you anent the like of that, but only of
the law. I want you to draw the settlement, as I was saying;
first, ye'll entail it on Walter and his heirs-male, syne on Geordie